ART IN ENGLAND

W. F. Mansett.

THE BEGGAR'S OPERA

When John Gay first produced his play "The Beggar's Opera," at Lincoln's Inn Fields

Theatre, London, in 1728, the artist William Hogarth painted several pictures from its scenes,

one of which is reproduced above.   It was Hogarth's association with the company playing in

this opera that indirectly led him to take up portrait-painting.

IT is time that we turn to England
and some of her great artists. The
Stuart kings had artistic tastes, par-
ticularly the two Charles, but when
George I. scame to the throne all was
changed. These Hanoverian monarchs
hardly knew one picture from another,
and artists had no encouragement from
the Court. In the circumstances it is
rather wonderful that art flourished
as it did during the eighteenth century,
and that English painters arose whose
names stand in the highest rank.

Notes on his Thumb-nail.

The first of these was William
Hogarth, who was born in London in
1697. His father was a schoolmaster,
and had the good sense to put no ob-
stacle in the way of his son's artistic
career. Young Hogarth was appren-
ticed to a silversmith, and when only
nineteen years old started business" for
himself as an engraver. He worked
hard and in his spare time attended the
painting classes of Sir James Thornhill,

who was an artist favoured by Queen
Anne.

ThornhilTs method of teaching was to
give his pupils pictures to copy, but
Hogarth despised this sort of work.
It was, he said, " like pouring water
from one vessel to another." He had
an original bent of mind and was
always on the watch for original sub-
jects. It is said that, when he had no
paper at hand, he would make pictorial
notes on his thumb-nail. But if he did
not think much of Sir James, his
opinion of Sir James's daughter was
high, and in the end he ran away with
her and married her, much to her
father's annoyance.

Hogarth's first success was a set of
engravings published in 1724, called
" The Talk of the Town," making fun
of the way foreigners were lionised in
London. At first they scandalised
Londoners, but when Gay produced
his " Beggar's Opera," lashing the
same fashionable folly, Hogarth's en-
gravings began to sell. Hogarth became
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